POLAR   VOYAGES   OF   RECENT   TIMES
chosen as a transport route, proved almost inaccessible.
For weeks hundreds of men, dogs and horses struggled
with the equipment up to the station which was to be
built at the edge of the inland ice. The transport of the
heavy propeller-sledges in particular, which were adapted
only to the even ice-surface farther inland, necessitated
almost superhuman efforts, and the whole work was so
much delayed that the propeller-sledges were not really
brought into use that year. However, the first dog-
sledge expedition into the interior was started, with only
the most necessary equipment, so that the observations
might be begun at once. They were, if possible, to be made
throughout the twelve months of the year. Later, a suc-
cessful attempt was made to convey some more dog-
sledges with provisions and equipment. The trail was
marked with little black flags, and posts every five kilo-
metres. But enough equipment could not be carried.
The boards which were to line the house still lay down
at the coast, also the radio transmitter, and provisions
were still only scanty by the time the autumn darkness
began to settle over the land. Only two months before
Christmas, Wegener himself attempted to convey into
the interior a load which included fuel for keeping the
scientists warm. The attempt was unsuccessful, and the
journey cost Wegener and his Greenland companion
Rasmus their lives. Wegener was found later in a grave
which Rasmus had dug in the ice, but the Greenlander
himself had disappeared.
In the 'Eismitte5 station, however, three men went on
confidently with their winter work. By rationing the
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